
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Japan Pass Consecutive Adult Adult Saver Youth 
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Adult Adult Child (6-11yrs) Child (6-11yrs) 

Green Class Ordinary Class Green Class Ordinary Class 

7 Days R 6 244  R4 726 R 3 264 R 2 524 

14 Days R 9 930 R 7 398 R 5 116 R 3 850 

21 Days R 12 838 R 9 368 R 6 558 R 4 845 

     

2020 Japan Rail Passes 

To Book, please contact British T.I.P.S. 

021 975 2047   |   rail@britishtips.com   | www.britishtips.com 

 

Tickets issued are an "Exchange Order" which you exchange in Japan at a ticket office for a Japan Rail 

Pass (within 3 months). Note that these are paper tickets and courier is required. Alternatively, you can collect 

directly from us. Please remember to allow enough time to get your pass! 

 

The Japan Rail Pass (JR Pass) is a cost-effective way for tourists travelling by long-distance rail in Japan. 

It allows unlimited train and bus travel for the applicable time period on all major forms of 

transportation provided by the JR Group in Japan, with a few exceptions (see pages 3 & 4 below).  

The JR Pass is only available to tourists.  

  

All Japan Rail Passes are CONSECUTIVE.  

Ordinary Class is equivalent to standard class; Green Class is equivalent to first class.  

Also available as area 

passes: Shikoku, 

Hokkaido,  

Kansai Area, Kansai Area 

Wide,  

and Kyushu. 

More info on following 

pages.  

Rates are quoted in Rands and are valid 10 January – 31 December 2020,  

 subject to major currency fluctuations. 

 

 

 CHILD FARES: Children 6 – 11 years. Children 0 – 5 travel free of charge. 

 SEAT RESERVATIONS: Rail Passes do not include seat reservations. You can only book seat 

reservations in Japan once you have your rail pass.  

 Rail passes do not cover inner city transport (such as metro), buses, or Eurostar.  
  



JAPAN RAIL PASS INFO 

 

The JR Pass is economical and simple to use and gives you access to the JR network nationwide. 

Alternatively, area passes are also available.     

 

Important: Tickets issued are considered an "Exchange Order" which should be exchanged in 

Japan to receive a Japan Rail Pass within 3 months of date of issue. 

 

 With the Pass, no additional fee is required when reserving seats in Japan.  

 To access platforms, show your pass to the JR staff located at the gate to the platform.  

 To reserve a seat, go to see the agents at the ticket office.  

 Always carry your passport along with the Pass! Station staff may check it. 

 

Only travellers with "Temporary Visitor" status may use a JR Pass. If you enter Japan under any 

other official status, such as "Trainee," "Entertainer," or "Re-entry Permit," you are not eligible for a 

JR Pass – even if you already have an exchange order.  

 

Activating your Japan Rail Pass 

In order to activate your JR Pass please exchange your voucher at a JR office. These offices can be 

found at the airport (Narita, New Chitose and Kansai) or in the main train stations.  

 

An Exchange Order and Pass are ONLY valid for the person named on the Exchange Order and Japan 

Rail Pass and are not transferable. 

 

You will need: Your passport with entry stamp AND your Japan Pass Exchange order ticket.  

 

1. At the office, fill out the form there and show the entry stamp in your passport.  

2. Decide on the date you want to start using your pass. This date has to be within 30 days of 

the exchange.  

3. Once validated you will be able to use your pass starting on the date you have chosen for 

the consecutive number of days for which your pass is valid. 

 

Validity 

The validity period of a JR Pass is consecutive and starts on the date the pass is actually first used. 

 

Seat reservations 

Travellers cannot reserve a seat until they receive their Japan Rail Pass in Japan. A non-

reserved seat (except for NOZOMI trains on the Tokaido and Sanyo Shinkansen) can be 

used simply by showing your JAPAN RAIL PASS. 

 

 Green class: reservations are compulsory on Shinkansen and most Limited Express and 

Ordinary Express trains.  

 Ordinary class: has both reserved and non-reserved seating.  

 JR buses: The JR buses Mizuumi-go between Aomori and Towadako, and Oirase-go between 

Hachinohe and Towadako require reservations. 



Seat reservations can be made without additional payment. To make a reservation, travellers must 

go to any Travel Service Centre or a Reservation Office (Midori-no-madoguchi) at a JR station, or to 

the sales office of a JR-associated travel agency.  

 

What does it give access to? 

A Japan Rail Pass provides access to all train lines operated by Japan Railways (JR) throughout Japan 

(with the exception of some high-speed trains including the 'Nozomi' Shinkansen). Area passes cover 

rail travel within the specific area.  

  

Railways JR Group Railways-Shinkansen *bullet trains* (see below for exceptions), limited express trains, express trains, 

and rapid or local trains. (With some exceptions).  

Tokyo motorail. 

For the section of the Aoimori Railway Line between Aomori and Hachinohe, the Japan Rail Pass can be used in 

the following limited cases: the case where the passenger transits through the section between Aomori Station 

to Hachinohe Station without getting off the train anywhere in that section and the case where the passenger 

changes to the Ominato Line at Noheji Station. However, passengers using a train with sleeper cars must pay the 

Aoimori Railway Kine fares and charges. 

Buses Local lines of JR bus companies: JR Hokkaido Bus, JR Bus Tohoku, JR Bus Kanto, JR Tokai Bus, West Japan JR Bus, 

Chugoku JR Bus, JR Shikoku Bus, JR Kyushu Bus 

Some of JR highway bus services: Sapporo-Otaru; Morioka-Hirosaki; Tokyo-Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka, Tsukuba 

Centre; Nagoya-Kyoto, Osaka; Osaka-Tsuyama, Kasai Flower Center 

Ferry Only the JR Miyajima ferry is covered. The JR Hakata-Pusan (Korea) ferry is not covered. 

 

IMPORTANT!  

 *The JAPAN RAIL PASS is not valid for any seats, reserved or non-reserved, on NOZOMI and 

MIZUHO trains on the Tokaido, Sanyo and Shinkansen lines. 

 

 Passholders must take the following trains: 

o HIKARI 

o SAKURA 

o KODAMA  

o TSUBAME.  

 

 Extra charges will be incurred if the traveller uses: 

o a NOZOMI or MIZUHO train – they will pay the basic fare and the limited express charge. 

o Green Car – they will pay the Green Car surcharge.  

o GranClass car on the HAYABUSA train of the Tohooku Shinkansen – they will pay the 

limited express charge and the GranClass car surcharge. 

o Some JR trains use the lines of private railways for direct services.  

JR trains on non-JR lines - additional fares and charges for sections travelled on such 

lines. When the JR PASS is used on JR trains that run through non-JR lines, fares and 

charges for the sections travelled on such lines must be paid to the private railway 

company concerned. Please pay on the train or at a station on the said company’s line.  

 

 

 



AREA PASSES (please contact us for rates) 

 

Shikoku 

Unlimited travel around the Island of Shikoku, as well as travel over the Ohashi 

Bridge connecting Shikoku to mainland Japan. 

 

Covers all trains operated by JR Shikoku, Kotoden, Iyotetsu, Tosaden, Tosa 

Kuroshio Railway and the Asa Kaigan Railway. The pass covers travel as far as 

Kojima Station (near Okayama) for access to and from Shikoku. The use of Green Cars (1st Class) is 

not possible with this pass. 

 

Kansai Area 

Kyoto, Osaka, Nara. Unlimited travel on local JR lines and JR busses within the 

Kansai Area. The Haruka Express between Kansai Airport and Kyoto is also 

included when using a non-reserved seat.  

 

Not included: Shinkansen lines are not included. 

 

Kansai Area Wide 

Covers greater Kansai, Okayama, Takamatsu, Kinosaki Onsen, Amanohashidate 

and the Wakayama area. Includes the Sanyo Shinkansen between Shin-Osaka 

and Okayama. Limited Express Trains 'Haruka, Kuroshio, Thunderbird, 

Kounotori, Super Hakuto within the validity area of the pass. Local JR lines and 

JR West buses. Wakayama Railway to Kishi station. Kyoto Tango Railway to 

Amanohashidate. Free bicycle rental at stations where the “Ekirin-Kun” service is available.  

Limitations: Only non reserved seats can be used. Not included: The Tokaido Shinkansen between 

Kyoto - Shin-Osaka is not included. A separate fare is required for traveling on Super Hakuto 

(between Kamigori -Tottori).  

 

Hokkaido 

Visit Otaru, Furano, and Sapporo. his pass is valid for unlimited travel on all JR 

Hokkaido lines and train services, this includes ltd. express, express and local 

trains. Local JR Hokkaido buses are included, such as the JR Bus in Sapporo. 

Not included: The Hokkaido Shinkansen from Shin-Hakodate-Hokuto. South 

Hokkaido Railway, Sapporo Subway. Express buses (intercity).  

 

Kyushu 

Covers Kyushu Shinkansen between Hakata and Kagoshima-Chuo. Travel on all 

conventional JR lines on the island of Kyushu, using ltd. express and local trains. 

Not included: The Shinkansen north of Hakata is not included, this includes the 

Hakata - Kokura section. 

 

 

 

 

To Book, please contact British T.I.P.S. 

021 975 2047   |   rail@britishtips.com   | www.britishtips.com 

 


